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 green shoots (noun) - signs of (economic) recovery & growth, especially after a recession/downturn.  
E.g. We are proceeding with cautious optimism and positively anticipate green shoots of recovery in 
2021.  

 ryot (noun) - a peasant, tenant farmer, cultivator of the soil in India.  
E.g. Ryots in India are happy with the farm laws and other pro-farmer initiatives such as the PM 
Kisan scheme, Mr. Prakash  Javadekar, the Minister for Environment and Information said.  

 hoover up (phrasal verb) - to use/consume something quickly & with great enthusiasm; to eat 
something quickly & in large quantities; (it also means to suck something (dirt/dust) up with a 
vacuum cleaner.  
E.g. When I recently saw that Joe Wicks’ live-streamed PE classes were among the most viewed 
YouTube videos in the UK during the lockdown, I couldn’t help but wonder: was I the only one 
whose workouts this year had mainly been watching other people work out online, while I hoovered 
up comfort food and struggled to leave the house?  

 pet peeve (noun) - a particular thing that irritates/annoys you every time.  
E.g. A pet peeve of banking loan customers, and rightfully so, used to be that banks are quick to 
raise loan rates when interest rates move up, but slow to reduce when rates ease.  

 leg-up (noun) - boost, assistance, support, backing, helping hand.  
E.g. Any income traceable to the use of fake bills and other GST frauds shall be considered 
concealed income and attract severe penalties so direct tax collections may also get a leg-up while 
better compliance pushed GST collections to a record high of 1.15 lakh crore in December 2020.  

 rein in (phrasal verb) – to control, restrain, restrict, limit someone/something.  
E.g. However, the various crackdowns (severe measures) on Jack Ma’s empire have all been 
interpreted as China’s government reining in a businessman who was overstepping the mark, having 
become internationally renowned and unafraid to publicly criticise the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP) government.  

 badger (verb) - keep annoying or bothering someone to do what you want him/her to; pester, nag, 
trouble, harass.  
E.g. Although Trump lost by less than 12,000 votes in Georgia – as the nation recently was reminded 
with the release of the phone call in which Trump brazenly attempted to badger state election 
officials into overturning the results – the down-ballot Republican candidates performed well in 
those November elections.  

 paragon (noun) - a person/thing with a particular (good) quality considered as a good/perfect 
example; perfect example, good example, epitome, quintessence.  
E.g. The Capitol dome is known worldwide as a political symbol and the House of Representatives 
and Senate chambers are revered as almost sacred. But Wednesday’s carnage struck the latest and 
perhaps most savage blow to the America’s reputation as a paragon of liberal democracy.  

 putsch (noun) - a sudden attempt to forcibly remove a government; insurrection, coup, rebellion, 
riot, uprising, protest.  
E.g. What was this desperado putsch supposed to achieve? The mob of face-painted LARPers, 
QAnon conspiracists, militiamen, neoNazis, Christian supremacists and endtimes preppers who 
invaded the Capitol building in Washington DC were never going to overturn the results of the 2020 
presidential election.  

 fawn over/on (phrasal verb) - to praise someone excessively with the purpose of getting favour; to 
flatter someone excessively; sweet-talk, butter up.  
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E.g. Close Trump allies such as Israel, meanwhile, voiced concern that the government’s fawning 
over Trump during the past four years might severely damage its relationship with Washington after 
Wednesday’s events.  

 abeyance (noun) - a state of being inactive/suspended/inoperative temporarily; a state of 
dormancy; temporary halt/postponement. (It is mostly used in the phrase “in abeyance” with the 
word “in”).  
E.g. The lockdown sceptics (doubters/questioners), it seems, are in abeyance. Opportunistic media 
voices who made a habit of denying the necessity of restrictions and the severity of the pandemic 
are still here, but noticeably quieter.  

 profligate (noun) - a person who spends resources (money) extravagantly/recklessly/wastefully; 
corrupt, unprincipled, dissolute person; squanderer, spender.  
E.g. A Conservative (Party) chancellor who is already arguing for a quick return to fiscal probity 
(honesty/morality) would struggle ideologically to offer a pre-election splurge (extravagant spending 
of money). Rishi Sunak will want to brand Labour as the risky profligates, though with borrowing 
predicted to be still cheap as chips, austerity (cost-cutting) will not look like a winning ticket. Hence 
the Tory (a member of the Conservative Party in the UK) 2024 dilemma (difficult situation).  

 narcissism (noun) – excessive self-love, self-admiration, self-regard, self-obsession, self-
centeredness, egoism, egocentrism, vanity.  
E.g. Since the foundation of the federal republic, the peaceful transition of power has been 
fundamental to America’s understanding of itself. In US democracy’s choreography, the presidential 
inauguration is designed as a moment of civic celebration that transcends partisan differences. That 
Mr Trump chose to mobilise an insurgency against the handover gives the measure of his narcissism, 
hubris (self-importance, excessive pride) and deranged will to power.  

 paranoid (adjective) - over-suspicious, distrustful, worried, extremely fearful, nervous, insecure.  
E.g. Thankfully, there are alternative options, the most well-known of which is Signal, a free app 
developed by the non-profit that created WhatsApp’s own encryption system. With its roots in the 
privacy and security community, Signal’s technical underpinnings are second to none, and the app 
has spent the past few years working on becoming a viable alternative to Facebook Messenger, 
without compromising on the features that make it a must-have for its more paranoid user base.  

 supine (adjective) - (figuratively) inactive, lethargic, spiritless; spineless, yielding, submissive, docile; 
(literally) lying flat on your back and looking upwards.  
E.g. Aided by a largely supine media, the government’s attempt to shift the blame from the bosses 
to the public appears to be working: 58% hold the public responsible for the surge in coronavirus 
cases, with just 28% blaming the government.  

 ambivalence (noun) - a state of having mixed feelings about someone or something; equivocation, 
uncertainty, unsureness, doubt, indecision, irresolution, irresoluteness, hesitation.  
E.g. The UK prime minister’s obvious ambivalence about imposing restrictions does not encourage 
discipline. His eagerness to lift them prematurely has contributed to the confusion, as different 
areas have yo-yoed (fluctuated) in and out of different tiers of control. 

 derangement (noun) - a condition in which a person is unable to think/behave normally, particularly 
due to his/her mental illness/disorder.  
E.g. Conservatives habitually say that liberals call everything they don’t like fascist, forgetting that 
the moral of Aesop’s fable was that the boy who cried wolf was right in the end. They used to 
chortle (laugh loudly with joy) about “Trump derangement syndrome” that spreads in stages like 
cancer until sufferers “cannot distinguish fantasy from reality”.  
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 unscrupulous (adjective) - unprincipled, unethical, immoral, dishonest, untrustworthy.  
E.g. US Secretary of State (Foreign Minister) Mike Pompeo has upended (reversed) established 
policies, adopted ultra-hardline positions, and claimed imaginary successes to advance his personal 
standing with the Trump rump (remaining part). In fact, he’s trying to out-Trump Trump. Like him, 
he’s unscrupulous and aggressive, but here’s the difference: he’s not stupid.  

 repertoire (noun) - a range/collection of things; list, stock, reserve, reservoir, pool; a range of 
techniques/activities that an organisation uses regularly; a range of someone’s skills or ability.  
E.g. When it comes to giving money directly to the poor, the coffer (money box/treasury) is 
suddenly bare (empty). This is in stark contrast to other countries where direct payments are part of 
the repertoire (budget).  

 gallivant (verb) - go around, travel around, roam about, wander about (for pleasure, amusement or 
relaxation); gad.  
E.g. The mental and physical health perks (benefits) of exercise are immune to seasonal changes. 
We need to gallivant around outside in daylight so that our circadian rhythms can regulate sleep and 
alertness. (Yes, even when the sky is resolutely leaden (cloudy), it is still technically daylight.) 
Walking warms you up, too; when you get back indoors, it will feel positively tropical (very hot & 
humid).  

 inherit (verb) - assume, take over, receive something (e.g. a situation & etc.) from a predecessor 
(previous holder of the post).  
E.g. A veteran of Washington first elected to the Senate in 1972, where he served until becoming 
vice-president under Barack Obama in 2009, Biden enters the White House with one of the deepest 
résumés n American political history, experience he will rely on as inherits a country ravaged by 
disease, economic turmoil and political upheaval.  

 bipartisanship (noun) - a political situation that occurs when two opposing parties work together to 
achieve common goals.  
E.g. Just as the era of American domestic bipartisanship remains for the foreseeable future a thing 
of the past, so the era of American global leadership is not for rebuilding quickly or perhaps at all.  

 ad nauseam (adverb) - repeatedly, frequently, often, many times, again and again (ad nauseam is a 
Latin term, literally meaning ‘to sickness or to nausea’; to do something (e.g. argument, discussion, 
etc.) continuously/repeatedly to the point of nausea/sickness).  
E.g. Already, the Shiv Sena’s alliance with the Congress and NCP to form the Maha Vikas Aghadi 
(MVA) government under Uddhav has led to estranged (alienated) ally BJP going hammer and tongs 
at it over dilution of the Hindutva agenda. For instance, copies of a calendar in Urdu printed by Shiv 
Sena functionaries have been circulated ad nauseum on social media as an example of the Sena’s 
political opportunism.  

 surefire (adjective) - guaranteed, unfailing, assured, certain, reliable, dependable.  
E.g. Given that Trump left the White House with his support among Republicans still at 82%, there is 
only one surefire way to ensure that never happens. Sixty-seven US senators – including 17 
Republicans – will have to vote to convict Trump in his upcoming impeachment trial for inciting an 
insurrection on Capitol Hill on 6 January. If they do that, then Senate Democrats can vote by simple 
majority to ban Trump from ever holding public office again.  

 surreptitiously (adverb) – secretively, stealthily, secretively, clandestinely, furtively, covertly.  
E.g. Alexei Navalny is everything Vladimir Putin is not: courageous, charismatic, highly intelligent, 
witty and politically savvy. Little wonder that Russia’s charmless president cannot bring himself to 
utter the name of his nemesis. Instead, he pretends Navalny does not exist, while surreptitiously 
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having him jailed, beaten, harassed and, in August, poisoned with a Salisbury-type chemical nerve 
agent.  

 plutocrat (noun) - a person with (actual) political authority/power due to his/her great wealth; rich 
person, capitalist, (business) tycoon, (business) magnate, millionaire, billionaire, multimillionaire.  
E.g. There’s a growing backlash against Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s autocratic tendencies and 
the plutocrat donors who fund his party.  

 boneheaded (adjective) - (informally) stupid, foolish, dumb, brainless; bonehead means ‘stupid 
person’.  
E.g. The government, unfortunately, seems more focused on cutting the deficit than creating jobs 
when the economy recovers. This is boneheaded and absurd. Budget deficits should be used to 
stimulate the demand needed to generate jobs for all those wanting work. Ministers ought to be 
thinking about a job-guarantee scheme, like that proposed by the economist Bill Mitchell.  

 proceeds (noun) - the amount of money received from an event/activity or from the sale of goods or 
services; income, revenue, profit, earnings, returns, gains.  
E.g. The national risk assessment of money laundering and terrorist financing 2020 has upgraded the 
risk level for the sector, saying: “Corrupt foreign elites continue to be attracted to the UK property 
market, especially in London, to disguise their corruption proceeds”.  

 malcontent (noun) - troublemaker, disruptor; extremist, insurgent; complainer, fault-finder; 
naysayer, pessimist.  
E.g. In December, infection rates soared. The data demanded action before the cause – a mutant 
strain of the virus – was confirmed. But the prime minister pressed ahead (continued/proceeded) 
with a seasonal easing of restrictions because he hated to be the bearer of bad tidings 
(news/information). More lives were lost because he lacked the courage to level with (be 
open/honest with) the public or to face down (confront/defy) malcontents in his party.  

 anthropomorphise (verb) - attribute/ascribe human characteristics, traits, qualities, emotions, 
feelings, behaviours or intentions to nonhuman entities (god, animal, plant, object, etc.).  
E.g. Crucially, a pandemic lacks the essential ingredients of a story: clear heroes and villains with 
intent and motive. The Covid enemy is, despite our best efforts to anthropomorphise it, an invisible 
and faceless virus. That matters because commemoration is necessarily a moral exercise. Think of 
the way we marked Holocaust Memorial Day this week, lighting candles and telling the stories of 
those who survived or resisted the Nazi menace.  

 labyrinthine (adjective) - complicated, intricate, complex; confusing, baffling, perplexing, mystifying, 
bewildering.  
E.g. The coordinated effort by users of the online forum Reddit to drive up the share price of 
GameStop and other companies is designed to turn the screw on short-sellers. To the layman, the 
dynamics at play here can seem dizzyingly labyrinthine. But a good place to start is by understanding 
what short-selling is – and how the Wall Street wizards who do it could end up being wrong-footed 
by a group of amateur traders. Short-selling is a way of making money by betting that a company’s 
share price will fall.  

************************************************************************************ 
 good riddance (phrase) - used to indicate that you are happy that someone (unwanted/ 

troublesome) is departed or something (unwanted/troublesome) is gone.  
E.g. If we can muster (collect/gather) the energy for a new year resolution as we toast (salute/pay 
tribute) good riddance to 2020, let it be a determination to leave behind the old normal and make a 
truly new beginning.  
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 a straw in the wind (phrase) - a slight indication/sign of what might happen in the future.  
E.g. The gravity of the COVID-19 situation, which has not yet abated; impasse on the border with 
China; severe restrictions on travel; the unsettled situation in the U.S., with three weeks to go for 
Joe Biden to be sworn in as President; and the game-changing developments in West Asia have 
created a kind of lull on the foreign policy front. But below the surface, there is feverish activity to 
figure out future policies. Every straw in the wind in the statements, speeches and seemingly 
isolated reports emanating from South Block  
needs to be watched.  

 take to something like a duck to water (phrase) - to learn to do something (a new activity) very 
quickly/easily.  
E.g. On the other hand, we took to meeting remotely like ducks to water; immunologists are now 
equipped to attend a seminar presented by a colleague from the other side of the planet, while 
feeding their children lunch and moving the laundry to the dryer. Caring responsibilities while 
working from home have given rise to hilarious memes, but have also caused a huge amount of 
stress, and it is estimated that women have and will be disproportionately affected.  

 rise to the occasion (phrase) - to try hard or make every effort to overcome a difficult situation 
successfully.  
E.g. External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said India was being tested in the seven-month-long 
border standoff with China in eastern Ladakh and expressed confidence it will rise to the occasion 
and meet the national security challenge.  

 have only oneself to blame (phrase) – to be (only) responsible for something (bad/unpleasant) that 
has happened.  
E.g. After all, Mr. Trump has not been punished for his transgressions (violation/breach) against 
tradition, decency, and the law. Instead, he has been rewarded. He thinks he can get away with 
(escape blame/punishment for) almost anything. The Republican party has only itself to blame for 
incubating (supporting & aiding the development of) Trumpism, a parasitical 
(bloodsucking/exploitative) ideology that threatens to take over the host.  

 fall out of favour (with someone) (phrase) - to lose support, acceptance, approval of someone.  
E.g. Speculation is mounting over the whereabouts of the Chinese billionaire Jack Ma, who has not 
been seen or heard in public for more than two months. Jack Ma, the co-founder and former 
chairman of the technology firm Alibaba, has fallen out of favour with China’s leadership.  

 pull the rug out from under (someone’s feet) (phrase) - to suddenly stop supporting someone and 
leave him/her in a difficult situation or to cause problems for someone.  
E.g. Bill Bishop, the author of the China-focused newsletter Sinocism, wrote that with Jack Ma, “the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has once again reminded all private entrepreneurs that no matter 
how rich and successful you are it can pull the rug out from under your feet at any time”.  

 tread/step on someone’s toes (phrase) - to upset or insult someone by intruding on his/her area of 
responsibility; hurt someone’s feelings, offend, humiliate, embarrass.  
E.g. It would be healthy if all the pillars of democracy confined themselves to their respective 
domains rather than tread on each other’s toes.  

 ram (something) home (phrase) - to make sure someone clearly understands something by 
emphasizing it strongly/repeatedly.  
E.g. This crowd, whose actions are supported by 45% of Republican voters, had been called to the 
capital by Donald Trump. Their “protest” had been incited from the podium by both Trump and Rudi 
Giuliani, ramming home their betrayal myth that the election was stolen.  
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 fire on all cylinders (phrase) - to work/perform at the maximum possible level of 
efficiency/productivity; energetic, lively, active.  
E.g. Everyone has a different body clock timetable (chronotype) that controls when they naturally 
wake, eat, work, play and sleep. A small proportion of us (14%) are primed to fire on all cylinders as 
soon as the sun rises (“morning larks”). Nearly a quarter of us are energised around sundown (“night 
owls”). The rest fly somewhere down the middle.  

 throw someone under the bus (phrase) – to betray someone (a friend/colleague) in order to gain a 
personal advantage.  
E.g. Donald Trump is not going to appear at the inauguration. He hasn’t been focused on what is 
going on with Covid. He’s either been golfing or he’s been inside the Oval Office fuming and 
throwing every single person who has been loyal and faithful to him under the bus, starting with the 
vice-president.  

 cheap as chips (phrase) - very cheap, inexpensive.  
E.g. A Conservative (Party) chancellor who is already arguing for a quick return to fiscal probity 
(honesty/morality) would struggle ideologically to offer a pre-election splurge (extravagant spending 
of money). Rishi Sunak will want to brand Labour as the risky profligates, though with borrowing 
predicted to be still cheap as chips, austerity (cost-cutting) will not look like a winning ticket. Hence 
the Tory (a member of the Conservative Party in the UK) 2024  dilemma (difficult situation).  

 pride oneself on (phrase) – be proud of, be proud of oneself for, take pride in, congratulate oneself 
on, pat oneself on the back for,  delight/rejoice in.  
E.g. Signal, which is an alternative to Facebook-owned WhatsApp, prides itself on its ultra-secure 
privacy features and has an option to make messages automatically disappear after a set period of 
time, making it harder to retrospectively leak conversations.  

 second to none (phrase) - the best; better than all others; incomparable, matchless, beyond 
comparison; outstanding, perfect.  
E.g. Thankfully, there are alternative options, the most well-known of which is Signal, a free app 
developed by the non-profit that created WhatsApp’s own encryption system. With its roots in the 
privacy and security community, Signal’s technical underpinnings are second to none, and the app 
has spent the past few years working on becoming a viable alternative to Facebook Messenger, 
without compromising on the features that make it a must-have for its more paranoid user base.  

 take the mickey (phrase) - to tease, mock, or ridicule  (someone/something); to make fun of, to 
make a joke about, to laugh at (someone/something); take the piss.  
E.g. Operation “blame the public” is in full swing. Health secretary Matt Hancock tells the nation 
that people are “taking the mickey” by using a rule allowing us to exercise with another person to 
socialise.  Home secretary Priti Patel damns rule-breakers for risking the health of the nation, while 
newspapers point fingers at people stopping for a chat outside coffee shops: “CARELESS TALK COSTS 
LIVES,” bellows the Metro’s front page.  

 put one’s shoulder to the wheel (phrase) – to work very hard; to work very strenuously; make an 
effort vigorously; strive, be assiduous/diligent, exert oneself.  
E.g. The events that transpired on Jan 6, 2021 must be a wake-up call for all who want this Republic 
to continue….. I must put my shoulder to the wheel, doing what I can with like-minded citizens to 
put an end, once and for all, to violent white supremacy.  

 cry wolf (phrase) - to send a false alarm (when there is nothing wrong with someone/something); to 
lie.  
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E.g. Conservatives habitually say that liberals call everything they don’t like fascist, forgetting that 
the moral of Aesop’s fable was that the boy who cried wolf was right in the end. They used to 
chortle  (laugh with joy) about “Trump derangement syndrome” that spreads in stages like cancer 
until sufferers “cannot distinguish fantasy from reality”.  

 fat chance (phrase) - a rude way of saying that there is less/no chance of something happening; 
“slim chance” is a polite way of saying the same thing.  
E.g. Many in Europe hope finally to have seen the back of him. Fat chance. If he gets his way, US 
Secretary of State (Foreign Minister)  Mike Pompeo will be the next Trump. It’s an alarming prospect 
for America and the world. (“to see the back of someone” means that you are pleased/glad that 
someone unwanted is leaving you and there is no need to deal with him/her again).  

 put one’s life on the line (phrase) – to risk one’s life to do/achieve something; to put one’s life in 
danger.  
E.g. The Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny’s decision to return to Russia from Berlin, having 
survived a suspected assassination attempt by state security agents, was an act of extraordinary 
bravery. Mr Navalny has put his life on the line in the battle for Russian democracy.  

 take leave of one’s senses (phrase) – go mad, go crazy, become insane, lose one’s mind.  
E.g. For the veteran British financier Jeremy Grantham, Tesla is the stock that proves the market has 
taken leave of its senses. The current market capitalisation (value of a company on the stock 
market) of $600bn amounts to $1.25m for each electric car sold, compared with $9,000 a car for 
General Motors. “What has 1929  (effects of Stock Market Crash & The Great Depression) got to 
equal that?” he asks.  

 same old, same old (phrase) - used to say that something has not changed, but remains the same 
and so it is boring, unexciting,  predictable, familiar; the same old thing; nothing new.  
E.g. In this moment of unprecedented crises, the US Congress (legislature) and the Biden 
administration must respond through unprecedented action. No more business as usual. No more 
same old, same old.  

 a thing of the past (phrase) – something that no longer exists/occurs.  
E.g. Just as the era of American domestic bipartisanship remains for the foreseeable future a thing 
of the past, so the era of American global leadership is not for rebuilding quickly or perhaps at all.  

 hammer and tongs (phrase) – with great vigour, with enthusiasm,  with great effort, with a 
vengeance, strongly, energetically, aggressively, fiercely, intensely.  
E.g. Already, the Shiv Sena’s alliance with the Congress and NCP to form the Maha Vikas Aghadi 
(MVA) government under Uddhav has led to estranged (alienated) ally BJP going hammer and tongs 
at it over dilution of the Hindutva agenda. For instance, copies of a calendar in Urdu printed by Shiv 
Sena functionaries have been circulated ad nauseum on social media as an example of the Sena’s 
political opportunism.  

 once and for all (phrase) – finally, conclusively, decisively,  permanently, forever.  
E.g. That remains a possible denouement (climax) of the Trump saga (story), especially given the 
hints from Mitch McConnell, the  Republican leader in the Senate, that he might vote to rid his party 
once and for all of Trump: this week he said that the former president – and what a pleasure it is to 
use those words – “provoked” the Capitol Hill mob.  

 bring oneself to (phrase) – force oneself to do something that he/she does not want to do (usually 
an unpleasant one).  
E.g. Alexei Navalny is everything Vladimir Putin is not: courageous, charismatic, highly intelligent, 
witty and politically savvy. Little wonder that Russia’s charmless president cannot bring himself to 
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utter the name of his nemesis. Instead, he pretends Navalny does not exist, while surreptitiously 
having him jailed, beaten, harassed and, in August, poisoned with a Salisbury-type chemical nerve 
agent.  

 have the stomach (phrase) – have enough courage/determination/resolve to do something 
(unpleasant).  
E.g. Bitcoin bull (short-term stock-holder/investor) says long-term investors must have a ‘very strong 
stomach’ to cope with volatility.  

 lay one’s hands on (phrase) – to acquire something, to get something, to find something.  
E.g. But every significant historical moment needs a narrative, and this was it: Trump had wounded 
a previously healthy America, divided it and lowered its tone, and Biden would now lay his healing 
hands on it with the help of a diverse coalition of grownups.  

 a chink in someone’s armour (phrase) – a weak point/fault in someone’s character, arguments & 
etc., which can be used to attack/criticize them easily.  
E.g. Social distancing, wearing masks, vaccines and viral sequencing (the science that can detect new 
variants and determine their significance) are our best hopes of driving down Covid cases and 
protecting our communities. These won’t be the last variants we’ll see, and Covid-19 will continue to 
surprise us. But if we get infection rates to as close to zero as possible, we’ll reduce the risk of future 
mutations that can find chinks in our immunity armour.  

 turn a corner (phrase) – improve, get better, pick up, look up (after critical/difficult situation).  
E.g. At last, it seems we may be starting to turn a corner, as infections and hospitalisations begin to 
wane. But you know you are in a mess when you take comfort in the fact that we have “only” 
20,000 or so new cases a day, when there are more Covid patients in hospital than during the April 
peak, and when many hundreds of people are still dying every day.  

 out and about (phrase) – engaging in regular day to day activities after they have been unable to for 
a while.  
E.g. Well certainly the new variant makes things worse, but that isn’t the whole story. As many 
people point out from their own experience, even though the situation is worse, we don’t seem to 
be doing as much to limit spread as during the first lockdown. We see more people out and about 
and the roads seem far busier.  

 turn/tighten the screw (phrase) – to apply more pressure on someone/something.  
E.g. The coordinated effort by users of the online forum Reddit to drive up the share price of 
GameStop and other companies is designed to turn the screw on short-sellers. To the layman, the 
dynamics at play here can seem dizzyingly labyrinthine. But a good place to start is by understanding 
what short-selling is – and how the Wall Street wizards who do it could end up being wrong-footed 
by a group of amateur traders. Short-selling is a way of making money by betting that a company’s 
share price will fall.  


